
DANIEL 2 - Faithful Under Empire

"The God Who Reveals and Rules History"


Earthly kingdoms rise and fall, but God's Kingdom stands forever.


INTRODUCTION:

	 One of the most striking reminders of the temporary nature of earthly power is found in 
the city of Rome. Visitors can stand amid the crumbling arches of the Roman Forum, where 
emperors once issued decrees that shaped the known world. At the height of its power, Rome 
appeared invincible. Its roads spanned continents, its legions subdued nations, and many 
believed its empire would endure forever. Yet today, tourists stroll among broken columns 
where Caesars once walked, while the kingdom announced by a Jewish carpenter during 
Rome's reign continues to spread across the globe.


	 Daniel 2 presents that same lesson centuries before Rome ever existed. 
Nebuchadnezzar looked out over Babylon—the greatest city on earth—and likely imagined that 
his kingdom would stand forever. God responded with a dream that compressed the future into 
a single image: every human empire, no matter how magnificent, would eventually crumble. 
Only one kingdom would never fall—the kingdom established by the God of heaven. The 
question for every generation is therefore the same: Will we build our lives on kingdoms 
destined to become dust, or on the kingdom that will stand forever?


	 This chapter is really about two kingdoms in contrast.

	 	 Human kingdoms appear permanent but are temporary.

	 	 God's Kingdom appears small but is eternal.


	 The central lesson is not merely that God knows the future, but that God governs 
history toward His own purposes. That idea becomes the foundation for everything else in 
Daniel.




HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

	 Daniel 2 probably occurs in approximately 603-602 BC, during the second year of 
Nebuchadnezzar's reign according to Babylonian reckoning. Babylon had become the 
dominant world power after defeating Assyria and Egypt. Jerusalem had already experienced 
its first deportation (605 BC). Daniel and his companions were now serving in Babylon.


	 Nebuchadnezzar was consolidating one of history's greatest empires. To Babylonian 
thinking:

	 Babylon's gods had defeated Judah's God.

	 Babylon's wisdom exceeded every nation's wisdom.

	 Nebuchadnezzar controlled history.

	 Daniel 2 dismantles every one of those assumptions.


OVERALL THEME

	 The chapter answers one question: Who actually controls history? Babylon says:  
Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel says: The God of heaven.




I. THE EMPIRE MEETS A MYSTERY (2:1-13)

	 Nebuchadnezzar's disturbing dream… Ancient kings often viewed dreams as divine 
messages. Nebuchadnezzar's anxiety suggests he sensed this dream was unlike ordinary 
dreams. Notice:

	 He demands that the wise men tell him both: the dream & its interpretation. This 
prevents fraud.


WHAT GOD IS TEACHING NEBUCHADNEZZAR

	 Human power cannot produce divine revelation.

	 His empire possesses wealth, armies, libraries, astrologers...

	 ...yet cannot answer the one question that matters.




WHAT FAITHFUL JEWS LEARN

	 Never confuse worldly brilliance with divine wisdom.

	 Babylon looks impressive.

	 It cannot reveal truth.


Discussion: Where do people today look for certainty instead of God's revelation?


CHRISTIAN APPLICATION:

	 Technology, education and political power cannot answer life's greatest questions.

	 Only God reveals ultimate truth.


II. DANIEL TURNS FIRST TO PRAYER (2:14-23):

	 Daniel's first instinct is not panic. It is prayer. Notice the sequence. Daniel:

	 	  asks for time

	 	  gathers faithful friends

	 	  seeks God's mercy

	 	  praises God before appearing before the king.


	 One of the greatest prayers in Daniel, particularly verses 20-23.

	 God

	 	  changes times

 	 	 removes kings

	 	  establishes kings

	 	  gives wisdom

	 	  reveals hidden things

	 These verses summarize the entire book.


WHAT GOD TEACHES NEBUCHADNEZZAR




	 The king imagines he controls history.

	 God appoints kings.


WHAT FAITHFUL JEWS LEARN:

	 Even under pagan governments, heaven remains in charge.


JEREMIAH PARALLELS

	 Jeremiah repeatedly teaches that Nebuchadnezzar himself serves God's purposes: 
Jeremiah 25; 27; 43.


EZEKIEL PARALLELS

	 Ezekiel repeatedly calls Nebuchadnezzar God's instrument: Ezekiel 21.


Discussion - Why is prayer the proper response when circumstances appear uncontrollable?


CHRISTIAN APPLICATION

	 Prayer acknowledges that God rules what we cannot control.


III. GOD REVEALS THE DREAM (2:24-30):

	 Daniel carefully refuses personal glory. "I do not possess greater wisdom…" The 
mystery belongs to God. This humility sharply contrasts Babylonian magicians.


	 “Mystery" - The Aramaic raz refers to hidden divine secrets. Only God can uncover 
them. Paul later develops this language concerning the Gospel: Ephesians 3; Colossians 1. 


	 Discussion - Why is humility essential when explaining God's truth?


CHRISTIAN APPLICATION

	 Christians reveal God's Word.




	 We do not invent it.


IV. THE GREAT STATUE (2:31-35):

	 This is one of Scripture's greatest prophetic visions. 

	  Head of Gold - Babylon - The richest empire. Nebuchadnezzar himself.

	 Chest and Arms of Silver - Medo-Persia - Inferior in splendor. Greater in size.

	 Belly and Thighs of Bronze  - Greece - Alexander's astonishing conquests. Greek 
culture spreads everywhere.

	 Legs of Iron - Rome - Military strength. Crushing power. Administrative genius.

	 Feet of Iron and Clay - Rome's internal weakness. Strength mixed with division.


	 Stone Cut Without Hands - A supernatural kingdom. Not built by human governments. 
Not established by military force. It destroys every earthly kingdom. It becomes a mountain 
filling the earth.


LAW OF MOSES CONNECTIONS

	  "Without hands” - An important Mosaic expression. It describes what God 
accomplishes apart from human effort. Examples include: Leviticus 26. Deuteronomy's 
emphasis upon God's direct acts. Later Scripture uses this language for God's work rather 
than man’s. The expression ultimately anticipates Christ's kingdom.


	 Mountain imagery - Mountains regularly symbolize God's presence and rule. Especially 
Sinai. The growing mountain suggests God's universal reign.


Discussion - Why does God's kingdom begin as a stone instead of another empire?


CHRISTIAN APPLICATION

	 Christ's Kingdom grows differently from earthly governments. Its power comes through 
truth, not force.




V. THE INTERPRETATION (2:36-45):

	 Daniel explicitly identifies Babylon. The remaining kingdoms unfold according to God's 
timetable. Notice: Every kingdom becomes less glorious yet more expansive. None lasts.


WHAT NEBUCHADNEZZAR SHOULD LEARN

	 His greatness is borrowed.

	 God gave him the kingdom.

	 God can remove it.


WHAT DANIEL LEARNS

	 Exile is temporary.

	 God's promises continue.

	 History has purpose.


WHAT LATER JEWS LEARN

	 Persia. Greece. Rome. None of them are permanent. Hope belongs to God's Kingdom.


Discussion - Why do believers often overestimate the permanence of political powers?


CHRISTIAN APPLICATION

	 Christians should never confuse patriotism with ultimate allegiance. Every nation is 
temporary. Christ's Kingdom is eternal.


VI. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S CONFESSION (2:46-49):

	 The emperor bows before the captive. An astonishing reversal. He acknowledges: "Your 
God is God of gods.” Yet he has not yet become a true believer. His faith remains incomplete. 
Daniel is promoted. His friends are elevated. God blesses faithful servants inside pagan 
government.




WHAT GOD TEACHES NEBUCHADNEZZAR

	 Power bows before truth.


WHAT FAITHFUL JEWS LEARN

	 Faithfulness can influence an empire without becoming part of its idolatry.


Discussion - Can unbelievers acknowledge God's greatness without truly submitting to Him?


CHRISTIAN APPLICATION

	 Public success is valuable only when it glorifies God.


WHAT THE CHAPTER TEACHES EACH AUDIENCE

	 Nebuchadnezzar: God—not Babylon—controls history. Human wisdom fails. Kings rule 
only because God allows it. His kingdom is temporary.


	 Daniel and the exiles: Exile has not interrupted God's plan. Prayer is stronger than 
panic. God still reigns. The promised kingdom is coming.


	 Later Jewish readers: Persia… Greece… Rome… None are accidents. God foresaw 
them all. Remain faithful.


	 Christians: Jesus established the Kingdom during the Roman Empire exactly as Daniel 
foretold (Matt. 16:18-19; Col. 1:13; Rev. 1:6, 9). Earthly governments remain temporary. The 
Church is the everlasting Kingdom. History is moving toward God's purposes.


JEREMIAH CONNECTIONS

	 Jeremiah repeatedly emphasizes:

	 	 God raises Nebuchadnezzar.




	 	 Babylon serves God's purposes.

	 	 Babylon itself will eventually fall.

	 	 History belongs to God.

	 Especially: Jeremiah 25, 27, 50-51. 


EZEKIEL CONNECTIONS

	 Ezekiel stresses:

	 	 God governs kings.

	 	 Tyre falls.

	 	 Egypt falls.

	 	 Babylon serves temporarily.

	 	 God alone is sovereign.

	 Especially: Ezekiel 21, 26-32


NEW TESTAMENT COMPLETION

	 Daniel 2 echoes throughout the New Testament.

	 	  Matthew 16:18–19

	 	 Jesus identifies His church with the kingdom.

	 	 Mark 1:15 -"The kingdom of God is at hand."

	 	 The stone has arrived.

	 	 Luke 20:17–18 - Jesus applies stone imagery to Himself.

	 	 Acts 2 - The Kingdom begins during Roman rule.

	 	 Colossians 1:13 - Believers are transferred into Christ's kingdom.

	 	 Hebrews 12:28 - "We receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken."

	 	 	 This almost reads like a commentary on Daniel 2.

	 	 Ephesians 3 - The "mystery" once hidden is now revealed in Christ.


	 Revelation Connections:

	 	 Assuming Revelation primarily addresses the Roman Empire, Daniel 2 becomes 
foundational.

	 	  Rome is not the final kingdom.

	 	  Christ's Kingdom triumphs.

	 	  The kingdoms of the world become Christ's Kingdom (cf. Revelation 11).

	 	  The beast resembles Daniel's empires brought together.

	 	  Babylon the Great ultimately falls.




	 	  God's kingdom alone remains forever.


	 	 Daniel introduces the storyline Revelation completes.






