Faithful Under Empire — Daniel 8
"When Empires Desecrate, God Still Rules"

INTRODUCTION:

In the summer of 1940, during the darkest days of the Second World War, many
Londoners slept each night in Underground stations while bombs from the Blitz fell overhead.
Families listened for the all-clear siren, never knowing whether their homes would still be
standing by morning. Yet one striking observation was made repeatedly by journalists and
preachers: despite the destruction above, ordinary people continued to gather for worship,
share food, sing hymns, and encourage one another. The bombs could level buildings, but they
could not conquer faith.

Daniel 8 tells a similar story on a much larger stage. God reveals that mighty empires
will sweep across history with terrifying power. Kings will desecrate the sanctuary, suppress the
truth, and persecute God's people. Yet the central message is not the strength of empire—it is
the sovereignty of God. Earthly rulers can interrupt sacrifices, but they cannot interrupt God's
purposes. They can oppress the faithful, but only for the time that heaven allows. Under every
empire, the calling remains the same: remain faithful until God brings His deliverance.

Daniel 7 emphasized the succession of world empires. Daniel 8 narrows the focus to
one particular crisis that would deeply affect God's covenant people—the oppression of the
Jews under the Greek Empire, particularly under Antiochus IV Epiphanes.

The chapter teaches that God not only controls the rise and fall of empires, but He also
limits how long His people suffer. Evil is powerful, but never sovereign.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Approximately 551 BC, during the third year of Belshazzar (8:1), roughly two years after
Daniel 7. Babylon still ruled. Medo-Persia had not yet conquered Babylon. Alexander the Great
would not even be born for almost two centuries. This makes Daniel 8 one of Scripture's most
remarkable predictive prophecies.

Historical Setting

Daniel is transported in the vision to Susa, the future Persian capital (8:2). That location
itself hints that Babylon's days are numbered. Although Daniel still lives under Babylonian rule,
God shows him the next empire before it exists.
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Theme of the Chapter

Unlike chapter 7, which surveys all four kingdoms, chapter 8 concentrates upon:
* Medo-Persia

* Greece

* the persecution of God's covenant people

Its concern is not world history generally.

Its concern is how empire treats God's people.

DANIEL 8:1-2
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DANIEL SAW
A VISION

IN SUSA

I, DANIEL, SAW IN THE VISION,
AND IT CAME ABOUT WHEN
1 WAS IN THE CITADEL OF SUSA,
IN THE THIRD YEAR
OF KING BELSHAZZAR.
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|. THE RAM FROM THE EAST (8:1-4):
Medo-Persia rises by God's permission. Vision:
Ram with two horns
One horn becomes higher
Charges west, north and south
Nothing withstands him

Interpretation

The angel explicitly identifies the ram as Medo-Persia (8:20).

The higher horn represents Persia eventually dominating Media.

The Babylonians thought themselves invincible. God says: "You are only one kingdom
among many."

Lesson for Nebuchadnezzar (and pagan rulers)
Political success comes from God.

Empires are temporary.

No kingdom remains forever.

Compare:
* Daniel 2
* Daniel 4
* |saiah 40:23



Lesson for faithful Jews

Babylon will not last forever.

The exile is not permanent.

God already knows the next chapter.

Jeremiah

Jeremiah repeatedly promised Babylon would fall after seventy years: Jer. 25, 29
Daniel now sees how that will happen.

Discussion
How does knowing God already knows tomorrow strengthen faith today?

Christian Application

Christians also live between kingdoms.
Governments rise and fall.

Christ's kingdom alone is permanent.
Hebrews 12:28.
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DANIEL 8

VISION OF THE FUTURE.
PROMISE OF GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY.

[l. THE MALE GOAT FROM THE WEST (8:5-8):
Greece arrives with astonishing speed. Vision: Male goat. Moves without touching the
ground. Large horn. Destroys the ram. Large horn broken. Four horns arise.

Interpretation

Goat = Greece

Large horn = Alexander the Great

Four horns = division of Alexander's empire among his successors.
Remarkably fulfilled after Alexander's death.

"Not touching the ground” - Symbolizes astonishing speed.



Alexander conquered the Persian Empire in roughly a decade.

Lesson for Pagan Kings

Military genius is temporary.

The greatest conqueror dies young.
God breaks the horn.

KINGDOMS RISE.
KINGDOMS FALL.

GOD REMAINS.

DANIEL 8:8

—_— =P —

THE GREAT HORN
WAS BROKEN,

and in its place
four prominent horns

CAME UP.

SN
227 PP <SS

Lesson for Jews
Even seemingly unstoppable rulers remain under heaven's authority.

Jeremiah/Ezekiel

Both prophets repeatedly emphasize (Jer. 27; Ezek. 17):
The Lord raises nations.
The Lord removes nations.

Discussion
Why do human victories often create the illusion of permanence?

Christian Application
Success never guarantees security.
Only God establishes enduring kingdoms.

[ll. THE LITTLE HORN (8:9-14)
The greatest enemy is not political power—but arrogant rebellion against God.
This is the heart of the chapter.

The Little Horn
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DANIEL 8

Comes from one of the four Greek kingdoms. Expands south, east, beautiful land
(Israel).

Antiochus IV - Desecrated the Temple. Stopped sacrifices. Persecuted faithful Jews.
Attempted to erase covenant worship.

Law of Moses Connections

Numerous allusions appear.

Daily sacrifice - Exodus 29:38-42; Numbers 28
Stopping the sacrifices attacks God's covenant order.
Sanctuary - Leviticus - God's dwelling among Israel.
Removing worship is covenant warfare.

Casting down truth - Compare Deut. 4, 6

DANIEL 8:11-12
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THE SANCTUARY WAS
DESOLATED.

“HOW LONG, O LORD?”
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word.

The issue is covenant faithfulness.

“Host" - Usually God's covenant people or heavenly army.
"Prince of the host” - Likely God Himself, or His appointed authority over His people.
"Truth cast to the ground” - Not literally throwing truth. Suppressing God's revealed

Discussion
Why does every anti-God government eventually attack worship?

Lesson for Pagan Rulers
Persecuting God's people is rebellion against God Himself.

Lesson for Contemporary Jews
The Temple may suffer.
God has not lost control.

Lesson for Later Jews
The Maccabean Revolt did not surprise God.
Their suffering had already been foretold.

Jeremiah
Jer. 7 - Temple rituals without faith become empty. Daniel reminds readers that faithful

worship still matters.

Ezekiel
Ezekiel saw God's glory leave the Temple. Daniel foresees its desecration.
Together they teach: God is greater than buildings.
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THE TRUTH WAS
CAST TO THE GROUND,

- BUT IT CANNOT
\a. BE DESTROYED.
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Christian Application



Governments still attempt to silence truth.
Christians remain faithful regardless.
Acts 5:29

DANIEL 8:13-14

GOD MEASURES
EVEN THE DARKEST

DAYS.

Suffering has a limit.
His promises have no end.
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V. "HOW LONG?" (8:13-14)

The question every suffering believer asks. How long? Not: Will suffering come? But:
How long will it last? God gives a limit. 2300 evenings and mornings. Whether interpreted as
sacrifices (1150 days) or full days (2300), the theological point remains: God has measured
suffering. It has an ending.

Discussion
Why is God's promise of an end to suffering often more comforting than an explanation

of suffering?

Christian Application
God measures persecution.
Nothing escapes His timetable.

Revelation Parallel
The repeated numbering of persecution - 42 months, 1260 days, time, times and half a

time - all emphasize limited suffering rather than endless oppression.

V. GABRIEL EXPLAINS THE VISION (8:15-27):
God wants His people to understand history. Gabriel explains. Daniel faints. The vision

is overwhelming.

Lesson



THE PANORAMIC TIMELINE

DANIEL'S VISION « GOD’S PLAN « HISTORY’S COURSE « ETERNITY'S DESTINY

BABYLON MEDO-PERSIA GREECE ROME KINGDOM OF GOD
605-539 BC 539-331 BC 331-168 BC 168 BC-476 AD FOREVER
Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom An empire of silver, The empire of bronze, The strong iron empire The stone cut without hands
of gold and bronze, ruled by decrees. led by Alexander. that crushed and ruled that fills the whole earth.

DANIEL 2:32-38 , DANIEL 5-6 s DANIEL 7:6 B DANIEL 7:7 o DANIEL 2:44-45

Head of Gold Chest and Arms of Silver Belly and Thighs of Bronze Legs of Iran R Stone Cut Without Hands

Daniel bagins his service Daniel rises to peominence The kingdoen of the Greeks Rome dominates Ged's kingdom shall never
- the known workd. be destrayed.

in Babylon. under Darius. soreads rapidly.

’ g EMPIRES RISE AND FALL, BUT GOD’S KINGDOM ENDURES FOREVER.
! “The kingdom c

fiven to the people of the saints of the Most High
DANIEL 7:27

Knowing prophecy is not entertainment. It prepares endurance.

Lesson for Pagans
History belongs to God.
Kings never write the final chapter.

Lesson for Jews
Future suffering should strengthen—not destroy —faith.

Lesson for Christians

Jesus repeatedly warned disciples beforehand."So that when it happens, you may
believe.” See John 13:19.

Prophecy encourages perseverance.

New Testament Connections

Matthew 24 - Jesus speaks of "The abomination of desolation spoken of through
Daniel.” Although immediately drawing from Daniel 9, the Temple desecration imagery also
recalls chapter 8.

2 Thessalonians 2 - Paul describes the man of lawlessness, exalting himself, opposing
God, temple imagery - very similar themes.

Hebrews - Earthly sanctuaries are temporary. Christ ministers in the heavenly sanctuary.
Daniel prepares readers for this greater perspective.

Revelation - Babylon, Beasts, Persecution, Limited time, Faithful endurance, Victory
belongs to God. Daniel is one of Revelation's major foundations.

Major Lessons

God was teaching pagan rulers

You possess authority only because heaven permits it.
Pride always ends in humiliation.



Persecuting God's people invites judgment.

God was teaching faithful Jews

God already knows tomorrow.

Suffering has limits.

Faithfulness matters more than political freedom.
True worship is worth preserving.

God was teaching later Jews
Antiochus did not defeat God's plan.
God predicted every stage.

History confirms prophecy.

God was teaching Christians

Christ's kingdom cannot be desecrated like the Temple.

Our High Priest ministers forever.

Faithfulness under hostile governments remains the calling of God's people.

Discussion Questions
* What forms of "casting truth to the ground" exist today?
* How does Daniel 8 prepare believers for the message of Revelation?



