Faithful Under Empire
Daniel 12 — "Faithful to the End: Hope Beyond the Empire"

INTRODUCTION:

During World War Il, thousands of Allied prisoners were held in Japanese prison camps.
Conditions were brutal, food was scarce, and many wondered if anyone even knew they were
alive. One prisoner later wrote that everything changed the day a secretly smuggled radio
announced that Allied forces had landed and victory was inevitable. The prisoners were still
behind barbed wire. The guards were still armed. Nothing visible had changed —but everything
had changed. They now knew how the story would end, and that knowledge gave them
strength to endure until liberation.

Daniel 12 serves that purpose for God's people. The empire still rules. The persecution
has not ended. The faithful still suffer. Yet God pulls back the curtain to reveal the ending:
Michael stands, the righteous are raised, the wise shine forever, and God's kingdom outlasts
every empire. Those who know the end of the story can endure the middle with hope.

Daniel 12 is the climax not only of chapters 10-12 but of the entire book. Every previous
chapter has asked the question: How should God's people live while pagan empires rule the
world?

Daniel 12 answers: Live faithfully until the end because God—not empire —has the final
word over history, resurrection, and eternity.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Daniel has now served through:
Babylonian Empire
Medo-Persian Empire
The vision continues to look beyond Daniel's lifetime into:
Greek domination (especially Antiochus 1V)
ultimately beyond Antiochus to God's final victory over every earthly kingdom.

The fourth kingdom remains Rome, and Daniel's final vision stretches from Persia
through Greece into the era in which God's kingdom (2:44-45) is established. Unlike earlier




chapters emphasizing political change, chapter 12 focuses upon what happens to God's
faithful people while kingdoms rise and fall. The final emphasis is not political triumph but
perseverance.

"Faithfulness Is Never Wasted."
Empire may kill the righteous. God raises them.

|. GOD'S PEOPLE FACE THEIR DARKEST HOUR (12:1)

"There shall be a time of trouble..." Michael stands. Michael appears as Israel's
heavenly protector. This is not a political deliverer. God is actively defending His people even
when earthly circumstances suggest otherwise.

"Time of trouble” - The language intentionally recalls national catastrophe. It certainly
fits Antiochus. It also becomes a pattern fulfilled repeatedly. Jesus applies similar language to
Jerusalem's destruction (Matthew 24). Ultimately every generation experiences its own "time of
trouble."

Book of Life - Those "written in the book" survive—not necessarily physically—but
spiritually.

"Standing up” = taking action as defender or advocate.
"Written in the book” - Ancient kings kept citizenship rolls. God likewise knows His own
people.

Law of Moses

Exodus 32:32-33 - Moses speaks of God's book.
Deuteronomy 29:20 - Names may be blotted out.

Daniel assumes covenant imagery already established in Torah.



Prophets

Jeremiah repeatedly promised survival for God's remnant: Jeremiah 30:7
"A time of Jacob's distress.” - Daniel almost certainly echoes Jeremiah.
Ezekiel likewise describes God preserving a faithful remnant.

NT

Luke 10:20 - “Names written in heaven.” Philippians 4:3; Hebrews 12:23; Revelation
3:5; 13:8; 20:12; 21:27. The Book of Life becomes one of Revelation's dominant themes. Rome
cannot erase names God records.

Discussion
Why is God's record more important than human approval?

Application
Christians measure success by God's recognition—not worldly acceptance.

[l. DEATH IS NOT THE END (12:2-3):
One of the clearest OT statements regarding bodily resurrection. "Many who sleep..."
Sleep is a metaphor. Death is temporary. God awakens.

Everlasting destinies - Everlasting life, everlasting contempt. Daniel presents history
moving toward final judgment. Empire does not decide anyone's eternal destiny. God does.

Wise people shine - Wisdom throughout Daniel has meant faithfulness. Not intelligence.
Not education. Covenant loyalty.
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Sleep = death; Awake = resurrection
Stars - Faithful people become heavenly lights.



Law of Moses

Genesis 15 - Stars symbolize God's people.

Deuteronomy 30 - Life versus death.

Daniel expands Moses' covenant into final resurrection hope.

Prophets

Isaiah 26:19 - “Your dead shall live."

Ezekiel 37 - Valley of dry bones - Though primarily national restoration, Ezekiel supplies
resurrection imagery that Daniel develops further.

NT

John 5:28-29 - Almost certainly echoes Daniel.

Matthew 13:43 - “The righteous shall shine like the sun."
1 Corinthians 15 - Resurrection fulfilled.

Acts 24:15 - Both righteous and wicked raised.

Revelation
Revelation 20 - Final resurrection. Final judgment.

What pagans should learn
Death cannot defeat God's people.
Kings do not possess ultimate authority.

What faithful Jews learn
Martyrdom is not defeat.
God remembers the righteous.

Later Jews
Persecution is temporary.
Resurrection is permanent.

Christians
The resurrection of Jesus guarantees Daniel's hope.

Discussion
How does belief in resurrection change daily courage?




lll. GOD'S REVELATION IS PRESERVED UNTIL THE RIGHT TIME (12:4)
"Seal the book.” Not hide it forever. Preserve it. Authenticate it. Protect it.

"Many shall run to and fro” - Probably searching diligently for understanding. Not
increased transportation. Knowledge increases because God's appointed time brings
understanding.

Law
Deuteronomy repeatedly commanded preserving God's revelation.

NT
Matthew 13 - Some mysteries become clear in Christ.
Luke 24 - Jesus opens understanding.

Revelation
John is told NOT to seal his prophecy (Revelation 22:10). Daniel waited. John
announces fulfillment has drawn near.

Discussion
Why does God sometimes reveal truth progressively?

Application
Christians possess privileges Daniel longed to understand.

IV. GOD DETERMINES THE LENGTH OF SUFFERING (12:5-7)
The angels ask: "How long?” Every suffering believer eventually asks this question.




Time, times, and half a time - Likely symbolic. Incomplete period. God limits
persecution. It cannot continue forever.

Raised hands - Oath language. God swears His own timetable.

Law
Deuteronomy frequently presents God swearing covenant oaths.

Prophets
Habakkuk also asked: "How long?” Jeremiah waited seventy years. God always sets
limits.

NT
Revelation repeatedly uses: 42 months; 1260 days; time, times, half a time; The
symbolism continues.

Discussion
Why is knowing suffering has limits encouraging?

Application
God measures every trial. Nothing lasts one day beyond His purpose.
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V. THE WICKED CANNOT UNDERSTAND GOD'S PURPOSES (12:8-10):
Daniel himself does not fully understand. He asks. God does not explain everything.

Purification - Suffering refines believers. The wicked continue in rebellion. Same
hardship. Different outcomes.

White garments - Purity.



Refining fire - Character formation.

Prophets
Malachi later uses identical refining imagery. Isaiah likewise.

NT
James 1; 1 Peter 1; Romans 5; Trials produce maturity.

Revelation
White robes. Faithful conquer through endurance.

Discussion
Why do trials soften some hearts but harden others?

Application
Difficulty reveals character.

VI. GOD'S CALENDAR IS PRECISE EVEN WHEN WE CANNOT CALCULATE IT (12:11-12):

1290 days; 1335 days - Scholars debate precise historical fulfilment. Rather than
supplying a prediction formula, the numbers reassure believers: God knows exactly when
suffering ends. Blessed are those who wait.

Emphasis: Patience. Endurance. Confidence.

NT
James 5; Hebrews 10; Romans 8; Waiting remains central.



Revelation
Repeated blessing upon those who endure faithfully.

Discussion
What is harder—suffering or waiting?

Application
Faith often means waiting longer than expected.
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VII. DANIEL'S PERSONAL HOPE (12:13)
Perhaps the most tender ending in the book. Daniel: Go your way. Rest. Stand again.
Receive your inheritance.

Everything promised to Israel becomes personal. Daniel himself will experience
resurrection.

Law
Inheritance language fills Deuteronomy and Joshua. Now inheritance becomes eternal.

NT
2 Timothy 4 - Paul expects his crown.
1 Peter 1 - Inheritance reserved.

Revelation
The saints inherit the New Jerusalem.

Discussion
Why does God end Daniel with a personal promise instead of more prophecy?



Application
History matters. But our personal faithfulness matters more.
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Lessons Through Four Audiences

What was God teaching pagan rulers?
Their kingdoms are temporary.
They cannot prevent resurrection.
Political power ends at the grave.
God's judgment is final.

What was God teaching faithful Jews?
Endure.
God limits persecution.
Resurrection is certain.
Wisdom is faithfulness.

What was God teaching later Jewish readers?
Antiochus was not the last enemy.
God's promises extend beyond national restoration.
Faithfulness matters more than survival.
Resurrection completes covenant hope.

Jeremiah & Ezekiel

Jeremiah
Time of Jacob's trouble
Restoration after suffering
Hope beyond judgment



Ezekiel
Dry bones
Preserved remnant
Shepherd protecting His flock
Covenant restoration
Daniel extends both prophets into final resurrection.

New Testament Completion
Daniel reaches fulfillment in Christ through:
Matthew 13 - Wise shine.
Matthew 24 - Time of distress with fall of Jerusalem
John 5 - Universal resurrection.
Acts 24 - Resurrection of just and unjust.
Romans 8 - Future glory.
1 Corinthians 15 - Victory over death.
Hebrews 11 - Saints awaiting better resurrection.
Hebrews 12 - Names written in heaven.
Revelation
Book of Life.
Limited persecution.
White robes.
Resurrection.
Final judgment.
New Creation.
Daniel ends where Revelation concludes.

Major Application
The world asks: Who rules now?
Daniel answers: God.

The world asks: Who wins?
Daniel answers: The faithful.



